Parliamentary Government in England
subordinate legislatures would continually raise issues
requiring discussion and settlement by the Imperial
Parliament. So, also, in my belief would the treatment of
the maintenance of order if, as Mr. Ramsay Muir sug-
gests, its control were devolved upon the new legislatures.
A different habit towards miners* strikes in the treatment,
for instance, of picketing in one area from another would
soon lead to a demand for uniform control. It is, more-
over, clear that any serious difference in the incidence of
taxation by the various Governments would tend rapidly
to problems of migration which only the central Govern-
ment at Westminster would be able to handle.
The feet surely is that the remedy proposed is largely
irrelevant to the issue to which it is applied. The pressure
on Parliament arises .from the immensely greater area with
which modern Government has to deal; and this arises,
in its turn, from univer? 1 suffrage, on the one hand, and
the growing centralization of economic power on the
other. The first means a much greater subject-matter in
the demands of the people, demands, further, of a kind
which no local authority can handle; the second means
that the regulatory power of modern Government must
be adapted to the character of modern industrial organiza-
tion. This, it is dear from all federal experience, means
uniformity. All over the world, moreover, federalism is
breaking down by reason of the fact that any division of
power which leaves important subjects in the hands of the
subordinate legislatures also leaves the federal Govern-
ment thereby unable to handle its problems efficiently.
It is ironical to suggest that a system which attempts to
make Great Britain a quasi-federal society would be help-
ful at a time when the validity of federalism itself is open
to such grave doubts.
I believe, indeed, that there is much to be said for a
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